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which was sure to be converted with time into an abso-
lute peace.

" It is certain," he said, "that the princes Tsith whom
you are treating will never go to law with you to get an
exposition of the article in question. After the truce
has expired, they will go to war with you if you like,
but they will not trouble themselves to declare whether
they are fighting you as rebels or as enemies, nor will it
very much signify. If their arms are successful, they
will give you no explanations. If you are the conquerors,
they will receive none. The fortune of war will be the
supreme judge to decide the dispute, not the words of a
treaty. Those words are always interpreted to tho dis-
advantage of the weak and the vanquished, although they
may be so perfectly clear that no man could doubt them;
never to the prejudice of those who have proved the
validity of their rights by the strength of their arms."46

This honest, straightforward cynicism, coming from
the lips of one of the most experienced diplomatists of
Europe, was difficult to gainsay. Speaking as one having
authority, the president told the States-General in full
assembly, that there was no law in Christendom, as be-
tween nations; but the good old fist-law, the code of
brute force.

Two centuries and a half have rolled by since that
oration was pronounced, and the world has made
immense progress in science during that period. But
there is still room for improvement in this regard in the
law of nations. Certainly there is now a little more
reluctance to come so nakedly before the world. But
has the cause of modesty or humanity gained very much
by the decorous fig-leaves of modern diplomacy ?

The president alluded also to the ungrounded fears
that bribery and corruption would be able to effect
mnch, during the truce, towards the reduction of the
provinces under their repudiated sovereign. After all,
it was difficult to buy up a whole people. In a common-
wealth, where the People was sovereign, and the persons
of the magistrates ever changing, those little comfortable
commercial operations, could not be managed so easily
as in civilized realms like Prance and England. The old
Leaguer thought with pensive regret, no doubt, of lit
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